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BIG PICTURE 
The 122nd Indiana General Assembly convened for the first time on 
January 4, 2021, which kicked off what is sure to be an 
unparalleled four months for lawmakers, lobbyists and other 
stakeholders alike. Several rules and typical norms have been 
altered to provide caucus leaders with as much flexibility as 
possible to adjust to the challenges brought on by the COVID-19 
pandemic.  
 
This year’s legislative session is considered a “long session” due to 
the state biennial budget being the primary focus of the General 
Assembly. By law, legislators are required to finish business by April 
29, 2021. However, under the current circumstances, the April 29 
date could be subject to change. As of writing, 412 bills have been 
filed and made available to the public, with more than 300 bills still 
expected to hit the system within the next week. Bose Public Affairs 
Group professionals will continue to monitor each bill to locate any 
priority issues for clients. 
 
COVID-19 PROTOCOLS 
The updating and implementation of new rules and procedures continues to be a very fluid 
situation in the early stages of session. Legislative leadership released safety protocols that are 
effective now and directly impact the daily procedures of the House and the Senate moving 

http://iga.in.gov/static-documents/1/e/e/2/1ee24fd3/Session_Protocols.pdf


 

 

forward. These safety protocols are subject to modification or termination by either Speaker 
of the House Todd Huston (R-Fishers) or Senate President Pro Tem Rodric Bray (R-Martinsville).   
 
House of Representatives: 

 Convening session in the Indiana Government Center South in order for all 100 legislators 
to comply with social distancing requirements. 

 Session will convene only on Thursdays for the foreseeable future. The rest of the week is 
reserved for committee hearings, which will have a two hour time limit. 

 Will hand down a committee list on Thursdays for the following week – legislators must 
acknowledge if a bill will receive a vote or not. 

 
Senate: 

 Operating under relatively normal procedures outside social distancing and other safety 
measures. Plans to maintain typical committee and session scheduling. 

 Still convene in the Senate Chamber, but some Senators are located in the gallery 
typically reserved for the public. 

 
One significant impact from the current safety protocols is that each Chamber will likely not 
wait for the traditional crossover “half-way point” to hear legislation that has been passed out 
of the other Chamber. This provides the opportunity for bills to move relatively quickly through 
the process rather than waiting for various deadlines. Legislative leadership from both 
Chambers will reevaluate the current operating procedures after the Martin Luther King Jr. 
holiday and make modifications if needed. 
 
GENERAL ASSEMBLY MAKEUP 
The 2020 general election resulted in 19 new legislators joining the General Assembly. 
Republicans still maintain a supermajority in both legislative bodies, gaining four seats in the 
House, but losing a seat in the Senate. The balance of power in the House now stands at 71-
29, while the Senate shifted to a 39-11 balance. 
 
Leadership remains largely the same in each caucus with the exception of one change. Rep. 
Todd Huston (R-Fishers) enters his first full session as the Speaker of the House, while Sen. Rodric 
Bray (R-Martinsville) will remain the Senate President Pro Tem. On the Democrat side, Rep. Phil 
GiaQuinta (D-Fort Wayne) will be the Minority Floor Leader in the House again, and Sen. Greg 
Taylor (D-Indianapolis) will serve his first term as the Minority Floor Leader in the Senate 
replacing former Minority Floor Leader Sen. Tim Lanane (D-Anderson). 
 
  



 

 

LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES 
The constitutionally required biennial budget will be the primary focus of the lawmakers this 
year. However, lawmakers are expected to tackle issues regarding redistricting, COVID-19 
business liability protection (which has already received a hearing), and limiting the power of 
the Executive Branch during public emergencies. Below are priorities that each caucus hopes 
to achieve in the 2021 legislative session: 
 
Governor Holcomb: 
Governor Holcomb unveiled his Next Level Agenda for the 2021 session in late December. 
Most of his priorities are continued efforts such as passing a balanced budget, enhancing 
broadband programs, and increasing K-12 funding. Governor Holcomb also expressed a 
desire to permanently expand the use of telemedicine services, improve opportunity for the 
state’s minority populations through police review, and provide workplace accommodations 
for pregnant workers, an effort that died in last year’s legislative session. 
 
House Republicans: 
The House Republicans’ agenda largely mirrors Governor Holcomb’s agenda, focusing on 
passing a responsible budget, helping small businesses, investing in Hoosier students, and 
supporting law enforcement transparency. Highlights include passing civil liability protections 
related to COVID-19 for businesses, fully funding all K-12 schools for the 2020-21 school year 
(whether they attend classes in-person or virtually), and investing in law enforcement training 
programs, including a one-time grant to help pay for body cameras. 
 
House Democrats: 
The blueprint for House Democrats this year includes reducing the cost of health care, raising 
teacher pay, criminal justice reform, and enacting a fair redistricting process, among other 
priorities. House Democrats also want to address the Hoosier businesses that have struggled 
through the COVID-19 pandemic and indicated that Indiana “fumbled on an opportunity to 
show support” through its allotment of CARES Act money. 
 
Senate Republicans: 
Senate Republicans said their first and foremost priority is passing Indiana’s ninth consecutive 
balanced budget. In addition, Senate Republicans also want to ensure schools who went 
virtual due to COVID-19 are fully funded, codify telehealth expansions, and improve local 
government accountability by giving elected officials greater oversight on public emergency-
related enforcement actions. Transparency and public access, particularly regarding 
redistricting, was also highlighted. 
 
  

http://iga.in.gov/legislative/2021/bills/senate/1
https://www.in.gov/gov/files/2021-Next-Level-Agenda-Handout.pdf
https://www.indianahouserepublicans.com/clientuploads/2021/PDF/2021_House_Republican_Legislative_Priorities.pdf
https://indianahousedemocrats.org/news-media/leader-giaquinta-outlines-caucus-priorities-for-2021-legislative-session
https://www.indianasenaterepublicans.com/senate-republicans-announce-2021-legislative-agenda


 

 

Senate Democrats: 
Compared to the other caucuses, the Senate Democrat agenda provides unique priorities—
ranging from raising the minimum wage, boosting workers’ compensation, justice reform and 
expanding access to voting. Senate Democrats fully support the Indiana Black Legislative 
Caucus’s justice reform agenda, especially a ban on no-knock warrants and chokehold 
maneuvers. Leadership said they want to focus on issues that directly affect the daily lives of 
Hoosiers. 
 
DEADLINES 
Deadlines mark the days where bills must progress past a certain point, otherwise the bill will 
be considered dead. As previously mentioned, the state legislature has given the Speaker of 
the House and the Senate Pro Tem the flexibility to convene and pause session as needed. 
Thus, the deadlines below are subject to change: 
 
Senate: 
January 8 – Bill Filing Deadline 
February 18 – Committee Report Deadline for Senate Bills 
February 22 – 2nd Reading Deadline for Senate Bills 
February 23 – 3rd Reading Deadline for Senate Bills 
 
House: 
January 11 – Bill Filling Deadline 
February 16 – Committee Report Deadline for House Bills 
February 18 – 2nd Reading Deadline for House Bills 
February 22 – 3rd Reading Deadline for House Bills 
 
WHAT’S NEXT? 
Committee action will pick up significantly beginning Monday, January 11, and there are 
already over 10 committees scheduled for the week, with more to come. The Senate will 
reconvene on Monday, January 11 at 1:30 PM while the House will reconvene for its weekly 
session meeting on Thursday, January 14 at 10:00 AM. To track legislation or watch any 
committee or session live, go to iga.in.gov. 

 
  

https://www.indianasenatedemocrats.org/senate-democrats-announce-2021-legislative-agenda/


 

 

PRIORITY LEGISLATION 
 
Bill Track Link 
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